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political enemies, his civil justice uncorrupt and
accessible to all, and the poor and weak would have
been protected by the whole force of the state against
the oppression of the strong. Critics accused him
of avarice and pride, and the astonishing record of
his secret thoughts shows that he was schooled in the
art of self-repression. He was a little cold, a little
cowardly and only faintly touched by that great
overflow of heart and spirit which swept through the
rapt congregations of the Duomo and made Florence
for the time a city of penitential ecstasy; but no
Italian of that age had a stronger grasp of those first
essentials of public welfare, failing which a state,
whether monarchy or republic, can never content
its members.14